[Tularemia in the differential diagnosis of cervical lymph node enlargement. An outbreak of tularemia in Castilla-León, Spain].
The presence of enlarged cervical lymph nodes is a diagnostic challenge in disease of the head and neck. Lymph node enlargement may be secondary to local or general infectious disease, to non-infectious systemic disease, or to lymphatic metastasis of tumoral processes. Among the many infectious processes that originate cervical lymph nodes is tularemia. This disease is uncommon in Spain, but was unusually frequent in Castilla-León in the last months of 1997, with 136 cases diagnosed in our hospital, 13 accompanied by lymph node enlargement of the head and neck. This article shows that tularemia should be considered in the differential diagnosis of cervical lymph node enlargement in our region.